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MINUTES MAY 2019 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:        Chairman, Charles Taylor, Mr. Thomas Rossi, Ms. Delayne Dean,  

 

           Mr. Collis Stevenson 

 

SUPERNUMERARIES:     Rev. George Allen, Jr. 

   

OTHERS PRESENT:   Mr. Wally Terry, Director 

         …..and Custodian of Records 

         Mr. Herman Marks, City Attorney 

         Mrs. Karen Smith, Planner 

         Mr. Bob Sims, Building Inspector 

         Mrs. Nancy Whiteside, Recorder 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  Mr. Bob 

Sims called the roll.   

 

The Board considered the following applications and appeals. 

 

Point of Information: The rules and regulations of a home occupation were explained to each applicant 

requesting a home occupation. Each applicant acknowledged they understood the rules and regulations. 

 

The minutes from the April meeting were approved without any changes. Mr. Thomas Rossi motioned to approve 

the minutes. Ms. Delayne Dean seconded the motion. On a voice vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 1  

 

Application and appeal of Shannon X. Steele for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a janitorial business located at 1214 8th St. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single Family 

Residential District. 

 

Mr. Shannon Steele presented this case to the Board. Mr. Steele stated his address was 1214 8th St SW. 

Mr. Steele stated he would like to use one room in his house as an administrative office for his cleaning business. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked Mr. Steele if he heard and understood all of the restrictions for the home 

occupations which were stated at the start of the meeting. Mr. Steele replied he understood. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean asked Mr. Steele if the property owner is aware of his intent to operate a home business from 

this address. Mr. Steele replied the property owner was aware. 

 

Rev. George Allen asked about chemicals with which Mr. Steele would be working with for his business. 

Mr. Steele stated he would have small quantities only at this time. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for further questions. 
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Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommended approval. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean motioned to approve this case. Rev. George Allen seconded the motion. On a roll-call vote the 

motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 2 

 

Application and appeal of Paulina Loaeza Parra for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a handyman service located at 1510 19th Av SE, Apt #209 property is located in a R-4 

Multifamily Residential District. 

 

This case was moved to the end of the docket because no one came forward to present the case when called. 

 

CASE NO. 3 

 

Application and appeal of Jennifer Tavarez for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a masonry business located at 1518 Olive St. SE, property is located in a R-4 Multifamily Residential 

District. 

 

Ms. Jennifer Tavarez presented this case to the Board. Ms. Tavarez stated her address was 1518 Olive St SE. Ms. 

Tavarez   stated she would like to use one room in her home for her masonry business. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi asked where her supplies would be stored. 

 

Ms. Tavarez stated all of her supplies would be kept at the client’s property.  Ms. Tavarez stated no supplies would 

be purchased until the job was scheduled. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson asked Ms. Tavarez who estimated the materials she would need for the projects. Ms. Tavarez 

stated her father helped her with the estimates as her assistant. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi verified that Ms. Tavarez understood the questions presented at the start of the meeting. Ms. 

Tavarez stated she understood and her employees always met her at the job site. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor stated to the audience that the questions are asked so each applicant understands that 

their neighbors should not to be able to tell that a business is being run out of the home. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommended approval. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the motion. On a roll-call vote 

the motion carried. 
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CASE NO. 4 

 

Application and appeal of Courtney Bolden for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a painting business located at 413 Denver Place SW, property is located in a R-5 Single Family Patio 

Home Residential District. 

 

This case was moved to the end of the docket because no one came forward to present the case when called. 

 

CASE NO. 5 

 

Application and appeal of Gustava A. Valero Bahena for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed 

in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a post construction cleaning service located at 942 Spring Court SW, property is located 

in a R-2 Single Family Residential District. 

 

Mr. Bahena presented this case to the Board. Mr. Bahena stated his address was 942 Spring Ct SW. Mr. Bahena 

stated he wanted to use one room in his house for his post construction cleaning service. Mr. Bahena stated he 

would keep his equipment in his kitchen. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommended approval. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case. Ms. Delayne Dean seconded the motion. On a roll call vote 

the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 6 

 

Application and appeal of Charles Harris for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for an on-line garment sales business located at 304 Memorial Dr. NW, property is located in a R-3 Single 

Family Residential District. 

 

Mr. Charles Harris presented this case to the Board. Mr. Harris stated his address was 304 Memorial Dr. NW. Mr. 

Harris stated he would like to use one room in his house for his t-shirt business. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked Mr. Harris if he would deliver the garments to the customer. Mr. Harris stated he 

would take the t-shirts to the customers. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean asked Mr. Harris if he ordered the t-shirts or if he made the t-shirts. Mr. Harris stated he pre-

ordered then put the design on the t-shirts. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean verified that the t-shirts would be delivered by common carrier. Mr. Harris stated yes. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor verified Mr. Harris understood no customers could come to his home and that the 

neighbors could not be able to tell a business was being run from his home. Mr. Harris stated he understood. 
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Mr. Herman Marks, Legal Department, asked Mr. Harris how someone could find him to purchase a t-shirt from 

him. Mr. Harris stated he used social media. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, asked Mr. Harris if he had a web page. Mr. Harris replied only 

Facebook® or Instagram®. Mrs. Karen Smith asked if anyone could go to his home and order a t-shirt. Mr. Harris 

stated no one could come to his home. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommend approval. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case. Rev. George Allen seconded the motion. On a roll-call vote 

the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 7 

 

Application and appeal of Shelby Sasser for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-

10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office 

for an event planning business located at 1503 Pennylane SE, property is located in a R-2 Single Family 

Residential District. 

 

Ms. Shelby Sasser presented this case to the Board. Ms. Sasser stated her address was 1503 Pennylane SE. Ms. 

Sasser stated she would like to use one room in her home for administrative purposes for her event planning 

business. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked Ms. Sasser how she obtained her customers. Ms. Sasser stated she used social 

media and by word of mouth. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor verified that customers did not go to her home. Ms. Sasser stated she met clients at other 

venues such as coffee shops and such. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi asked if she had items to store such as tables and things of that nature. Ms. Sasser stated no she 

was just the designer and event planner. 

 

Rev. George Allen verified where Ms. Sasser met her customers. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommended approval. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi motioned to approve this case. Ms. Delayne Dean seconded the motion. On a roll-call vote the 

motion carried. 
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CASE NO. 8 

 

Application and appeal of Ketrina Kay Jones for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a cleaning business located at 1904 Cumberland Av SW, property is located in a R-2 

Single Family Residential District. 

 

This case was moved to the end of the docket because no one came forward to present the case when called. 

 

CASE NO. 9 

 

Application and appeal of Megan Morrow for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-12.2 to use an existing structure as a residence located at 205 Gordon Dr. SE, property is located in an I-D 

Institutional District. 

 

Ms. Megan Morrow presented this case to the Board. Ms. Morrow stated she has purchased the property and her 

address would be 205 Gordon Dr. SE.  Ms. Morrow stated she would like to use the old fire station as a personal 

residence. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor verified that this building was going to be used strictly as a single family residence. Ms. 

Morrow stated yes, the upstairs would be used as the living quarters and the downstairs as a garage. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, stated this will be a great use of the property and recommend approval.  

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case with the condition that the property was to be used only as a 

single-family residence. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 10 

 

Application and appeal of Billy and Erica Allen for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-80 (a)(4) in order to use an existing illegal sign located at 701 Sycamore St NW, property is located in a 

B-1 Local Shopping Business District.  

 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen presented this case to the Board. Mr. Allen stated they owed 701 Sycamore St NW and they 

are requesting to use the existing sign located on the property. Mr. Allen stated the sign would be refaced. If they 

are required to move the sign it would have to be moved up next to the building and take away the already limited 

parking spaces. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked what type of business would be located at this location. Mr. Allen stated that a 

restaurant will be going into that location. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for question from the Board. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi verified Mr. Allen would be keeping the original sign. 
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Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, stated yes the same sign, same size, shape. The sign would be refaced and 

refurbished. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked Mr. Allen why he does not want to bring the sign into compliance with today’s 

sign ordinance. 

 

Mr. Allen stated it would involve a great deal of construction and take away from his parking which is limited 

already. 

 

Rev. George Allen stated also if the sign is moved into compliance the sign would not be able to be seen when 

coming up and down Vine St. NW. because the sign would be sitting in front of the building. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, stated that there had been extensive vacation of right of way done just to 

be able to have on-site parking and a detached sign. Mrs. Smith recommended approval. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case. Mr. George Allen seconded the motion. On a roll-call vote the 

motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 11 

 

Application and appeal of April Finch for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 

and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office for 

an on-line children’s clothing business located at 1601 Wilshire Av SW, property is located in a R-2 Single Family 

Residential District. 

 

Ms. April Finch presented this case to the Board. Ms. Finch stated her address was 1601 Wilshire Av. SW. Ms. 

Finch stated she would like to use one room in her home for her on-line children’s clothing business. 

 

Rev. George Allen verified where the sales would take place. Ms. Finch stated her sales are on-line. Ms. Finch 

stated that when she filled out the application she was unaware of the requirements for a home occupation but now 

that she knows she will only have on-line sales. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean reminded Ms. Finch she could have parties at a client’s home whenever she wanted. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi told Ms. Finch she could have parties at her house once a quarter. Ms. Finch understood. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, asked Ms. Finch if she would be selling to individuals or be putting stock 

into department stores. Ms. Finch stated not at this time. Ms. Finch stated the only thing she may do at some point 

would be to put up a rack at a consignment shop. Ms. Finch stated she was only going to be doing on-line sales at 

this point. Ms. Finch stated that she would be advertising through social media only at this time. Mrs. Smith 

recommended approval. 
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Ms. Delayne Dean motioned to approve this case. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the motion. On a roll-call vote the 

motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 2 

 

Application and appeal of Paulina Loaeza Parra for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a handyman service located at 1510 19th Av SE, Apt # -209 property is located in a R-4 

Multifamily Residential District. 

 

Mr. and Ms. Parra presented this case to the Board. Mr. Sal Jasso, Revenue Department, was interpreter for Mr. 

and Ms. Parra. 

 

Ms. Parra stated her address was 1510 19th Av. SE Apt #209. 

 

Mr. Sal Jasso, Revenue Department, verified that Ms. Parra was wanting to use one room in her home as an 

administrative office in her home for her handyman service. Ms. Parra stated yes.  

 

Mr. Sal Jasso, Revenue Department, explained to Ms. Parra what the rules and regulations for a home occupation, 

Ms. Parra understood. 

 

Mr. Sal Jasso, Revenue Department, asked where the tools for the business would be stored. Mr. Parra replied in a 

box truck. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked Mr. Jasso to inquire about signage on the truck. Mr. Jasso did so. Mr. Parra stated 

there was no signage on the truck. Mr. Jasso explained to Mr. Parra that signage was allowed on the truck as long 

as the home address was not present. Mr. Parra understood. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked Mr. Jasso to inquire if there were any employees. Mr. Jasso did so and replied Mr. 

Parra did not have any employees. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean asked if the property owner was aware of them operating a home business from this property. 

Mr. Jasso relayed the message and the response was that the property owner was aware. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor called for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommended approval. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi motioned to approve this case. Rev. George Allen seconded the motion. On a roll-call vote the 

motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 4 

 

Application and appeal of Courtney Bolden for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a painting business located at 413 Denver Place SW, property is located in a R-5 Single Family Patio 

Home Residential District. 
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This case was called again. The Board dismissed the case because no one came forward to present the case when 

called. 

 

CASE NO. 8 

 

Application and appeal of Ketrina Kay Jones for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a cleaning business located at 1904 Cumberland Av SW, property is located in a R-2 

Single Family Residential District. 

 

This case was called again. The Board dismissed the case because no one came forward to present the case when 

called. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:32 p.m. 

 

 

__________________________________   

Charles Taylor, Chairman 
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JUNE 2019 

 

The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Decatur will hold a public meeting in the COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF City Hall, 402 Lee Street NE, on Tuesday, June 25, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. for the purpose 

of hearing the following applications and appeals at which time all interested parties are requested to the be present 

and will be given an opportunity to be heard.  

 

CASE NO. 1  

 

Application and appeal of Marlon Medina for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a painting business located at 2331 Anderson Dr. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family 

Residential District. 

 

CASE NO. 2  

 

Application and appeal of Aurelio Sanchez for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a lawn care business located at 1411 Newman Av SW, property is located in a R-3 Single-Family 

Residential District. 

 

CASE NO. 3  

 

Application and appeal of Ben Jeffreys for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-

10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office 

for a pressure washing business located at 905 Rigel Dr. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family 

Residential District. 

 

CASE NO. 4  

 

Application and appeal of Rosalinda Carbajas for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a painting business located at 315 Blackberry Dr. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-

Family Residential District. 

 

CASE NO. 5  

 

Application and appeal of Anthony Rogers for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a soap making business located at 706 Busbey Rd SW, property is located in an AG-1 Agricultural 

District. 

 

CASE NO.6 

 

Application and appeal of Diana Gomez for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-

10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office 

for a concrete construction business located at 1406 Cedar ST SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family 

Residential District. 
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CASE NO. 7 

 

Application and appeal of Brodrick Reedus for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a lawn care business located at 418 10th AV SW, property is located in a R-3 Single-Family Residential 

District. 

 

CASE NO. 8 

 

Application and appeal of Michael Clemons for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-11 for a restaurant located at 14 East Moulton St, property is located in a B-5 Central Business District. 

 

CASE NO. 9 

 

Application and appeal of Jewel Freeman for the following setback variances at 605 Vine St NW lots 18 and 19, 

property is located in a R-3 Single Family Residential District. 

 

 5.5 foot front yard setback variance from Section 25-10.10 (2)(c) of the Zoning Ordinance  

   4 foot rear yard setback variance from section 25-10.10 (2)(d) of the Zoning Ordinance. 

CASE NO. 10 

 

Application and appeal of  M.A. Jackson Co. for a 4.5 foot rear yard setback located at 1258 Excaliber Dr. SW 

from Section 25-10.3 (2) (e)  property is located in a R-5 Single-Family Patio Home Residential Zoning District. 
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