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Minutes June 2018 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman, Larry Waye, Mr. Charles Taylor and Mr. Collis Stevenson 

and Mr. Forrest Temple  

 

SUPERNUMERARIES:  Ms. Delayne Dean  

   

 

OTHERS PRESENT:   Mr. Wally Terry, Director 

    …..   and Custodian of Records 

        Mr. Herman Marks, City Attorney 

        Mr. Chip Alexander, Assistant City Attorney 

        Mrs. Karen Smith, Planner 

        Mr. Bob Sims, Building Inspector 

        Mrs. Nancy Whiteside, Recorder 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City 

Hall.  Mr. Bob Sims called the roll.   

 

Mr. Forrest Temple motioned to approve the minutes of the April meeting as printed.  Mr. Collis 

Stevenson seconded the motion.  On a voice vote, the motion carried. 

 

The Board considered the following applications and appeals. 

 

Point of Information: The rules and regulations of a home occupation were explained to each 

applicant requesting a home occupation. Each applicant stated they understood the rules and 

regulations. 

 

CASE NO 1 

 

Application and appeal of Sandra Pina for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for an on-line t-shirt business located at 1217 15
th

 

Ave. SE, property located in a R-3, Single Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Pina presented this case to the Board. Ms. Pina stated she would like to have an 

administrative office for an on-line t-shirt business. 

 

Mr. Forrest Temple asked if she made her t-shirts. Ms Pina replied that she did not, she has a 

reseller’s license.  

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked if she had any employees. Ms. Pina stated she didn’t at this time. Mr. 

Taylor told her if she did acquire employees that they could not report to her home. Ms. Pina 

stated that she understood. 

 



 

4 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for questions from the public or the Board. 

 

Mr. Sims, Building Department had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department recommended approval. 

 

Mr. Forrest Temple motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Charles Taylor seconded the 

motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 2 

 

Application and appeal of Kimberly Marshall for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for an events coordinator business located at 505 

Leslie St SW, property located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Marshall presented this case to the Board. Ms. Marshall stated she would like to have an 

administrative office in her home for an events coordinator. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Marshall who was Deloris Harper. Ms. Marshall stated that was 

her mother and that they lived together. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked Ms. Marshall if she had any employees. Ms. Marshall stated that 

her mother helped her sometimes. Chairman, Larry Waye stated that was fine as they were living 

in the same household however, if she ever got employees they could not come to her house and 

clients could not come to her house. Ms. Marshall stated she understood. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye stated if approved this would be be for administrative purposes only. Ms. 

Marshall stated she understood. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for questions from the public. 

 

Mr. Herman Marks, Legal Department asked Ms. Marshall what type of supplies she used. Ms. 

Marshall stated that she has mostly serving pieces like trays, chafing dishes, warmers, and small 

serving type items. Mr. Marks asked about the vehicle she used. Ms. Marshall stated she uses a 

Chevy Heritage High Roof or HHR in which she is able to carry all of her supplies. Mr. Marks 

asked about signage one the vehicle. Ms. Marshall stated no signage was one the vehicle. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye explains that home addresses could not be displayed on the vehicle, only 

business name, phone number and web-site. Ms. Marshall stated she understood.  

 

Chairman. Larry Waye asked for questions from the public or the Board. 

 

Mr. Sim, Building Department had no comment. 
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Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department asked Ms. Marshall to verify the equipment she used, 

for example arbors or such. Ms. Marshall stated she didn’t use those larger items at this time. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Ms. Delayne Dean seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 3 

 

Application and appeal of Joanna Schley for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a photography business located at 2506 Walker 

Rd. SE, property located in a R-1 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Schley presented this case to the Board. Ms. Schley stated she would like to have an 

administrative office at her home for her photography business for editing purposes. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked if any clients would go to her home. Ms. Schley stated that no one 

would come to her home she would meet with the client strictly on location. Chairman, Larry 

Waye asked if viewing of the photos and editing would be on line and Ms. Schley stated yes. 

 

 Chairman, Larry Waye asked for questions from the public or the Board, and reminded Ms. 

Schley if she had any employees they could not come to her home and about the signage on her 

vehicle. Ms. Schley stated she understood. 

 

Mr. Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department recommend approval. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Forrest Temple seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 4 

 

Application and appeal of Joy M. Cowley for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a commercial cleaning service located at 1803 

Longview Dr. SW, Apt 30, property located in a R-4 Multi-Family Residential Zoning District 

 

This case was moved to the end of the docket because no one came forward when the case was 

called. 
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CASE NO 5 

 

Application and appeal of Gabe Ross for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed 

in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance 

to have an administrative office for an internet technology security company located at 2617 

Buckingham Gate SW, property located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Ross withdrew the application prior to this meeting.   

 

CASE NO 6 

 

Application and appeal of Jason Jackson for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a lawn care business located at 2210 Mountbrook 

Dr. SE, property located in a R-1 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Tim Johnson presented this case to the Board for Mr. Jackson. Mr. Johnson stated Mr. 

Jackson wanted to use his home for an administrative office for his lawn care business. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Forrest Temple asked Mr. Johnson what was his relationship with Mr. Jackson since he was 

representing him. Mr. Johnson replied that he help Mr. Jackson on a needed basis. And, that Mr. 

Jackson did not have any employees  

 

Mr. Charles Taylor reminded Mr. Johnson that he could not report to Mr. Jackson’s home as an 

employee. Mr. Johnson understood. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked how the equipment was stored. Mr. Johnson stated in the back yard 

behind a privacy fence. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked about signage. Mr. Johnson stated that there was not any signage 

on the truck or trailer.  Chairman, Larry Waye stated that if Mr. Jackson wished to add signage in 

the future it should not have the home address on it.   

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for questions from the public or the Board. 

 

Mr. Sims, Building Department had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department asked for explanation about flower bed work. Mr. 

Johnson explained Mr. Jackson did whatever was needed. 

 

Mr. Forrest Temple motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 
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CASE NO 7 

 

Application and appeal of Mayte Sanchez for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a handy-man service located at 916 Betty St SW, 

property located in a R-1 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

Ms. Sanchez presented this case to the Board. Ms. Sanchez stated she would like to have an 

office at her home for her handyman business.  She said, that she and her husband would be 

running the business. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked if there would be anyone other than herself or her husband working.  

Ms. Sanchez stated there would not. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye reminded Ms. Sanchez if any employees were hired they could not report 

to the home and that there could not be any signage on a vehicle with the home address.  He then 

inquired where the surplus supplies and equipment were they were stored when not in use. Ms. 

Sanchez stated that all the equipment and any surplus was kept in their garage. 

 

Mr. Sims, Building Department had no comment. 

 

Mrs.Karen Smith, Planning Department recommended for approval. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 8 

 

Application and appeal of Susie Perez for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a lawn care business located at 2014 Enolam Blvd 

SE, property located in a R-3 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

This case was moved to the end of the docket because no one came forward when the case was 

called. 

 

CASE NO 9  

 

Application and appeal of Martha Becerra for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a cleaning business at 303 Austinville Rd SW Apt 

7, property located in a R-4 Multi-Family Zoning District. 
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This case was moved to the end of the docket because no one came forward when the case was 

called. 

 

CASE NO 10 

 

Application and appeal of Drew Ward for the following set-backs at 2209 Fleetwood Dr. SE, 

property located in a R-1 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

A) 8 foot side yard variance on the north side from 25-10.8 (2) (e). 

B) 8 foot side yard variance on the south side from 25-10.8 (2) (e). 

C) 19.5 foot additional rear yard variance from 25-10.8 (2) (c) . 

 

Mr. Bill Knauck along with the property, Drew Ward, presented this case to the Board. Mr. 

Knauck stated they were asking for the setbacks variances to improve a drainage issue by adding 

gables and eaves to the roof.  The house was built with a zero water line or no gables or eaves.  

When it rains water runs down the exterior walls of the home creating drainage and maintenance 

problems particularly on the north side of the house where foliage actually grows onto the house.  

It gets little to no sunlight to help dry the walls or standing water.   

 

The rear yard variance request is to allow the detached garage to be moved to the rear of the 

property and create more usable space in the back yard.   

 

The backyard setback is so the backyard garage can be removed which was originally set in the 

middle of the yard making the backyard useless. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for the address to be stated for the record which Mr. Ward stated 

his address was 2209 Fleetwood Dr. SE. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked if there was an alley in the back. Mr. Knauck stated yes. Mr. Taylor 

asked if this would be the way to enter the garage. Mr. Knauck stated yes because there is not an 

entrance to the garage on the front side of the house. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for any more questions from the Board. He stated that the setbacks 

and the hardships had been explained along with the special extenuating circumstances. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked if there were any questions from the public. 

 

Mr. Sims, Building Department stated that a block line survey was needed and that there could 

not be more than 5 feet from the property line to the garage or the building code would require a 

fire wall.  Mr. Knauck stated he would defer to a residential inspector to know exactly the 

dimensions required by the building code. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department asked where the water would drain. Mr. Knauck stated 

the water would be routed through the front yard and into the street gutter as to not affect any of 
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the neighbors and to avoid any trenching in the backyard. Mr. Knauck stated the whole goal was 

to make the yard and the house more useable and livable. 

Mr. Forrest Temple motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Charles Taylor seconded the 

motion. On a roll-call vote the motion passed. 

 

CASE NO 5 

 

The Board discussed case five and that they had not voted on it when they discussed it the Board 

voted unanimously to remove it from the agenda at the request of the applicant.   

 

CASE NO 2 

 

Application and appeal of Kimberly Marshall for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for an events coordinator business located at 505 

Leslie St SW, property located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

This case was called again. The Board dismissed the case because no one came forward to 

present the case when called. 

 

CASE NO 8 

 

Application and appeal of Susie Perez for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a lawn care business located at 2014 Enolam Blvd 

SE, property located in a R-3 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

This case was called again. The Board dismissed the case because no one came forward to 

present the case when called. 

 

CASE NO 9  

 

Application and appeal of Martha Becerra for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a cleaning business at 303 Austinville Rd SW Apt 

7, property located in a R-4 Multi-Family Zoning District. 

 

This case was called again. The Board dismissed the case because no one came forward when 

the case was called. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:26 p.m. 

 

______________________ 

Larry Waye, Chairman 
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JULY 2018 

 

The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Decatur will hold a public meeting in the 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF City Hall, 402 Lee Street NE, on 

Tuesday, July 31, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. for the purpose of hearing the following applications and 

appeals at which time all interested parties are requested to the be present and will be given an 

opportunity to be heard.  

 

CASE NO 1 

 

Application and appeal of Larry Stover for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a lawn care business located at 1309 1
st
 Av SW, 

property located in a R-3 Residential Single Family Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 2 

 

Application and appeal of Sandra Delgado for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for an on-line clothing sales business located at 410 

Bradley St. SW property located in a R-2 Residential Single Family Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 3 

 

Application and appeal of Kyle Stuart for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a lawn care business located at 501 Bellemeade St 

SW property located in a R-2 Residential Single Family Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 4 

 

Application and appeal of Ramon Gaines for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a handy man repair business located at 1305 

Runnymeade Av SW property located in a R-2 Residential Single Family Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 5 

 

Application and appeal of Maritza Neely for a 3 foot side yard variance setback from Section 25-

10 ( 2) (e) (2) at 502 Walnut St NE, in order to build a carport over an existing concrete pad at 

the back of the property. The property is located in a R-3-H Residential Single Family Historical 

Zoning District  
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CASE NO 6 

 

Application and appeal of Pugh Wright McAnally, Inc., for a 35 foot setback variance from 

Section 25-21 (1) for 2 parcels, 03093130002076.000 and parcel 0309313002075.000 on 

Beltline Rd SW, in order to reduce the front yard setback from 60 feet to 25 feet from the 

Beltline right of way. Property located in a B-2 General Business District,  
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